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Dear Ing: 

AS SENATE BILL 1221, known as the “new ciyil rights" 
bill, has now been signed by Cov, Samuelson [want Eo take 
this opportunity to publicly express my personal appreelation, 
aud that of my committee, for the invaluable help given on this 
legislatlon by your Rep, Pai McDermott, 

Following the civil rigtts program on the state Capitel 
steps last spring as a local observance of Martin Luther King’s 
funeral, numerous suggestions were made by local m{norily persons 
as to what cold and should be done to alleviate inereasing civil 
rights problems in Idabo, One of these was that, since the present 
civil rights taw in Idaho was nonsinclusive and virtually unenforce. 


abie, a new civil rights law was necessary, which would also 
provide for a Human Rigtts Commission, 


AS A RESULT, 1 formed 2 Nonpartisan committee to draft 
such a bill and asked Sen, Phil Batt ¢R-Canyon County) to sponsor 


it in the Senate and Rep, Ferd Koch (Ada) In the House, We were 
forced to make humerous compromises on the proposed legislation 
before it passed the Senate, However, as it now stands, I still be- 


lieve it provides effective machinery for great improvement in 
lhe area of civil riguts for Idaho, The blll faced strong opposition 
from ecerlain quarters in (he House and it was, for all intents and 
Purposes, Ihought ta be "dead! on at least three different occa. 
sions in the last two weeks af the legislature, Il was at this 
paint that Rep, McDermott'’s assistance was of partoular signifi- 
cance, 

She ther carried the bill on the {lear of (he House to a success. 
ful passage, Many groups and individuals throughout the state, 
particularly members of League of Women Voters and various 
church rgatizations, gave major impetus lo pzssage of the bill 
throigh letters, phone calls ard telegrams. But the crucial work 
Was done by a small eluster of concerned indlylduals and Miss 
McDermott was ane of these, Our thanks to her and to the voters 
of Pocatello who sent us sich a responsible intelligent tegistator, 

Mrs, Pauli Crooke, 
Catdwell 1, Chairman 
Committee for New Civil 
Rights Legislation 
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Phil Batt signing Human Rights into law in Idaho April 111996 (3 
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